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satisfied at having scotched the marriage with Elizabeth, and as
yet unaware of the deception practised upon them, raised no ob-
jection. But the marriage did not improve Seymour's relations
with his brother, for Catherine, as a loving wife,, came to share
her husband's jealousy of the Protector., and in retaliation
claimed precedence over the Protector's wife in virtue of her
rank as Queen Dowager. Thus a brothers' quarrel was fed by
a women's.

Seymour's marriage brought him into daily contact with the
young princess on whom his ambitious hopes had been vainly
centred, since after her father's death Elizabeth had gone to live
with Catherine Parr, in this following the custom of the time
which made use of ladies* households as finishing schools for
girls. There was very close sympathy between Catherine and
herself; but in any case, the Queen Dowager's household was
the first in the land, and consequently the finest school of man-
ners in which a girl could be.

The Seymour household, as may well be imagined with a
man of his temperament at the head, was high-spirited, and life
went along in a jolly and easy manner. They were unconven-
tional In an age when conventions were not exactly prim. From
the first weeks of his marriage Seymour frequently went into
Elizabeth's chamber first thing in the morning. If she were up,
*he would bid her good morrow and ask how she did, and strike
her upon the back or on the buttocks familiarly 5 and so go forth
through his lodgings, and sometimes go through to the
maidens and play with them, and so go forth.' If she were in
bed, che would put open the curtains and bid her good morrow,
and make as though he would come at her; and she would go
further in the bed so that he could not come at her.'

Judged by Victorian standards, Seymour may well appear a
lewd man, and Elizabeth a shameless hussy. But it was innocent
enough fooling; innocent enough, so long as it did not give rise
to comment and neither party was self-conscious. Unfortun-
ately, it was liable to be misconstrued because it was an open
secret that Seymour had wanted to marry Elizabeth, and would
have preferred her to Catherine Parr. He himself had no idea